PRESSURE AND SPEED AS BASIC PARAMETERS IN LEGAL
HANDWRITING EXPERTISE

Just as the shape is the first thing that the forger tries to change, there are also
secondary parameters that depend more on one’s state of mind than on an individual's
own natural graphics, such as the slope and linear direction. On the contrary, if there
are two basic parameters for expert handwriting analysis, they are pressure and speed.
The advertisement for a computer program surprised us because it announced that it
had omitted both parameters because a graphological company or society, that
likewise has another body of handwriting experts, had assured them that neither
pressure nor speed were important in handwriting expertise. All we can say to that is:
please do not let anyone else make such a mistake, for the sake of our profession, we
feel embarrassed on their behalf to read this type of assertion, which could confuse
many people, and even more embarrassed that almost no-one dared to say anything
and other people, particularly students, might believe this.

In fact, we have in our team
Professor Marcos Falndez, Direc-
tor of the UPC (Technical Univer-
sity of Catalunya) School in Matar6
and professor for the Fuerzas y
Cuerpos de la Seguridad del
Estado (Spanish Law Enforcement
Forces and Agencies), who for
many years has been developing a
handwriting identification biometric
system, and as we are also
establishing a collaboration in this
sense, we can report that his
device indeed takes pressure and
speed into account in the writing
identification programmes. Furthermore, despite some significant achievements, the
matter is complex, but at least we are now much closer to reducing errors than a
programme that presumes to identify handwriting while omitting pressure and speed. It
is like presuming to offer Bertillon's destructive grammatomorphic method in
computerized form: with this method Captain Dreyfus was unjustly sentenced for
espionage, years later, thanks to international experts who gave reports on the
graphonomic method, he was exonerated, but the miscarriage of justice had already
been done, as had the discrediting of Bertillon.
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Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona

MASTER’S DEGREE IN EUROPEAN GRAPHOANALYSIS

January, 2012: the third edition

This professional master’s programme (1750 hours 70 credits ECTS)
is made up of three postgraduate degrees, all consisting of

-Psychological Analysis of Handwriting, Graphoanalysis, Graphopathology and
Graphic Projective Tests (750 hours 30 credits ECTS)

-Graphopsychology in Domestic and Professional Settings (750 hours 30 credits
ECTS)

-Forensic Handwriting Analysis, Graphistics, Document Examination and Forensic
Sociolinguistics. (750 hours 30 credits ECTS)

* x %

2008-2009, studies in graphology at the Universitat Autobnoma de Barcelona will conform
to the Bologna agreement and will now offer ECTS credits (European Credit Transfer
System), thus complying with the new European university-studies framework.

The heads of the programme are Francisco Vifials Carrera, Mariluz Puente Balsells and
Jose Llobet Aguado. The courses will be taught by an outstanding team of academics and
professionals, including experts from Spanish public-security forces and from medical and
educational institutions
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Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona

MASTER EUROPEEN EN ANALYSE GRAPHOLOGIQUE

Janvier 2012 : la troisieme édition

Ce Master professionnel (70 crédits ECTS : 1750 heures)
propose trois diplomes :

-Expertise en graphopsychologie, analyse graphologique,
graphopathologie et tests projectifs graphiques (30 crédits ECTS :
750 heures)

-Graphopsychologue en conseil familial et professionnel (30 ECTS
crédits : 750 heures)

-Expert en écriture, graphistique, documentoscopie et
sociolinguistique |égale (30 crédits ECTS : 750 heures)

* k* *x

2008-2009, les études de graphologie de l'université publique qu’est I'Université autonome de
Barcelone respectent les accords de Bologne et sont devenues un Master avec des crédits ECTS
(European Credit Transfer System), s'intégrant ainsi au nouveau cadre d'études universitaires
européennes.

Les directeurs du Master sont : Francisco Vifials Carrera, Mariluz Puente Balsells et Jose Llobet
Aguado, accompagnés d'une équipe de professeurs aux parcours universitaire et professionnel
remarquables, parmi lesquels figurent des médecins issus des forces et corps de sécurité de I'Etat,
d’institutions médicales et éducatives
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